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Date:  September 23, 2004 

 
 TRICIA CAVANAUGH SENTENCED TO  16 YEARS FOR NEGLECT OF A 

DEPENDENT RESULTING IN SERIOUS BODILY INJURY 
 

Muncie Indiana – Earlier today, the Honorable Douglas Mawhorr, Judge of 
the Delaware County Circuit Court No. 3 sentenced Tricia Cavanaugh (DOB 
5/16/1990) to 16 years.  The Court ordered 14 of those years 
to be served at the Department of Corrections and 2 years 
suspended on supervised probation. in prison.  On 
September 3, 2024, Cavanaugh pled guilty to Neglect of a 
Dependent Resulting in Serious Bodily Injury, a Level 3 
Felony.  The charge alleged that Cavanaugh took drugs and 
then subjected her 4-month-old baby to unsafe sleep 
practices including having the baby sleep in the same bed 
as Cavanaugh.  On June 6, 2016, Muncie Police Officers 
were dispatched to Cavanaugh’s home and found her 4-
month-old baby unconscious.  The baby was later 
pronounced dead at the hospital.  The responding police 
officers reported that Cavanaugh appeared to be intoxicated upon their arrival.  
Cavanaugh told the officers that when she woke up that morning, her baby was 
next to her in bed, face down.  A copy of the Affidavit of Probable Cause for Arrest 
is attached. During the sentencing hearing, Cavanaugh referred to herself as a 
“super mom,” a comment that was quickly rebuffed by Judge Mawhorr who 
responded “I am not so sure about that.”  
 

After the sentencing hearing, Delaware County Prosecuting Attorney Eric 
Hoffman said “This case is a prime example of a needless death of an infant due 
unsafe sleep practices.  I, and others, have been sounding the alarm on unsafe 
sleep practices for years.  Parents and caregivers must follow the ABC’s of the 
safe sleep.  Infants and babies should always sleep Alone, on their Backs, and in 
a safe Crib.  Sleeping with the infant in an adult bed can result in the fatal 
smothering of an infant.  Contrary to the belief of some, sleeping in adult bed with 
your infant or, engaging in other unsafe sleep practices is, by definition, child 
neglect.  Despite the wide spread availability of these prevention programs, locally 
we continue to see these types of child abuse and neglect.  I am proud of Chief 
Deputy Prosecutor Zach Craig and Deputy Prosecutor Maricel Driscoll for their 
hard work and dedication in this case.” 
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