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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric M. Hoffman, Prosecuting Attorney 

Date:  August 2, 2023 

 
JOHN L. VANCE JR. AFFIDAVIT OF PROBABLE CAUSE RELEASED 

 
Muncie Indiana – On today’s date, pursuant to Indiana law the Honorable Judge 
Linda Ralu Wolf of the Delaware County Circuit Court No. 3 made a judicial finding 
that there was probable cause for the arrest of John L. Vance Jr.  Judge Wolf set 
bail in the amount of $105,000, cash only.  Now that the Court has adjudicated 
probable cause and set bail, I believe that pursuant to Indiana law, the Affidavit of 
Probable Cause is now a public document.  Therefore, a copy of the Affidavit of 
Probable Cause for Arrest Without a Warrant is attached.  The Prosecutor’s Office 
is currently reviewing the case and anticipate filing formal charges in the coming 
days.   
 
It is important to remember that any accusation that someone has committed a 
crime, an arrest and/or the filing of a criminal charge is simply an allegation and is 
not evidence of guilt.  All suspects are presumed innocent unless and until proven 
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.   
 
Based on what we have learned, the “block party” that took place at Willard and 
Hackley was NOT part of the official Muncie Homecoming Festival.  Rather, the 
decision to have this particular “block party” was made and ultimately hosted by a 
Muncie resident.     
 
At this time, the offenses for which Vance was arrested do not include charges 
relating to the killing of Joseph Bonner. The investigation into his death and the 
events of July 30 is rapidly evolving and ongoing. This is a wide ranging 
investigation that includes, but is not limited to: the homicide, the shooting, injuries 
sustained by a victim from being hit by a vehicle, as well as violations relating to 
hosting loud and late night parties.  It will all take time to complete and is far from 
over.  
 
Indiana’s ethical rules for prosecutors prohibit further comment on this pending 
case.  Unless and until additional arrests are made or additional criminal charges 
are filed there will be no further comment on the specific facts and circumstances 
of the investigation.  
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