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Date:  August 3, 2023 

 
JURY CONVICTS ANOTHER DRUG DEALER OF  

DEALING IN A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE RESULTING IN DEATH 
 
Muncie Indiana – Today a Delaware County jury deliberated 
for a little under 2 hours before convicting Joel D. West (DOB 
2/25/1991) of Dealing in a Controlled Substance Resulting in 
Death, a Level 1 Felony.  A copy of the Affidavit for Probable 
Cause for Arrest is Attached.  The Honorable Linda Ralu Wolf, 
Judge of the Delaware Circuit Court No. 3 set sentencing for 
August 28, 2023. Pursuant to Indiana law, a Level 1 Felony is 
punishable by 20 – 40 years in prison and up to a $10,000 fine. 

 
After the verdict was returned, Delaware County Prosecuting 
Attorney Eric Hoffman said “This marks the sixth time a 
Delaware County jury has found a defendant guilty of Dealing 
Resulting in Death.  Our community is speaking loud and clear 
– if you deal drugs and one of your customers dies as result you will be held 
accountable.  The days of drug dealers preying on the weak and vulnerable are 
long gone.   We will continue to aggressively prosecute these crimes.  I am proud 
of Chief Deputy Zach Craig and Deputy Prosecutor Andrew Ramirez, Prosecutor 
Investigators Heather Stanley and Alyssa Sorrell as well as Yorktown Police 
Officer Erin Gross for their hard work and dedication in this case.” 
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