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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric M. Hoffman, Prosecuting Attorney 

  prosecutor@co.delaware.in.us 

Date:  June 18, 2024 

 
JUDGE CONVICTS DRUG DEALER OF DEALING IN A CONTROLLED 

SUBSTANCE RESULTING IN DEATH 
 
Muncie Indiana – Earlier today, the Honorable John M. Feick, Judge of the 
Delaware Circuit Court No. 4 convicted Ricky L. Taylor (DOB 8/27/1999) of Aiding, 
Inducing, or Causing Dealing in a Controlled Substance 
Resulting in Death, a Level 1 Felony.  On June 10, 11, 
and 12 Judge Feick presided over a bench trial and at the 
conclusion of the presentation of evidence and argument, 
took the matter under advisement.  Today, Judge Feick 
found Taylor guilty of Count 1, Aiding, Inducing, or 
Causing, Dealing in a Narcotic Drug, a Level 1 Felony, 
Count 2, Dealing in a Narcotic Drug, a Level 5 Felony, 
and Count 4, Conspiracy to Commit Dealing in a Narcotic 
Drug, a Level 5 Felony.  The Judge found Taylor not guilty 
of one (1) other charge.  A copy of the Affidavit of 
Probable Cause for Arrest that was originally filed with the 
case and the Court’s verdict is attached.  Judge Feick set 
sentencing for July 17, 2024.  Pursuant to Indiana law a 
Level 1 Felony is punishable by 20 – 40 years in prison and up to a $10,000 fine 
and a Level 5 Felony is punishable by 1 – 6 years in prison and up to a $10,000 
fine. 

 
After the verdict was returned, Delaware County Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 
Andrew Ramirez, who prosecuted the case, said “I am proud to announce that a 
large supplier of counterfeit fentanyl tablets has been convicted of Aiding, Inducing 
or Causing Dealing a Narcotic Drug Resulting in Death for his role in the chain of 
distribution of fentanyl in Delaware County.  As far as we are aware, this may be 
the first time that an upper-level supplier has been held accountable for an 
overdose death related to his distribution network.  This marks the 12th drug dealer 
who has been convicted in Delaware County of Dealing Resulting in Death.” 
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STATE OF INDIANA ) * DELAWARE CIRCUIT COURT #4

)SS: *

DELAWARE COUNTY ) * 2024 TERM
it

STATE OF INDIANA * CAUSE NO. 18C04-2311-Fl-l6
it

VS *

*

RICKY L. TAYLOR *

ORDER
Be it remembered that heretofore on the 10'", 11'", and 12'" days of June, 2024, the State

of Indiana appeared by Chief Deputy Prosecutor Zachary Craig and Deputy Prosecutor Andrew

Ramirez, and the Defendant appeared in person, having been produced by the Sheriff and with

counsel, Peter Capofari and Angelus Kocoshis, for a Bench Trial.

Be it further remembered that on said dates, witnesses were sworn and evidence was

heard and concluded, but the Court not being duly and sufficiently advised in the premises, took

this matter under advisement.

And now, on this date, the Court having reviewed the testimony, pleadings, and exhibits,

including reviewing the redacted interview of the Defendant twice, and being duly and

sufficiently advised in the premises, now finds the Defendant GUILTY of Count 1, Aiding,

Inducing, or Causing Dealing in a Controlled Substance Resulting in Death, a Level 1 Felony,

GUILTY of Count 2, Dealing in a Narcotic Drug, a Level 5 Felony, NOT GUILTY of Count 3,

Aiding, Inducing, or Causing Dealing in a Controlled Substance Resulting in Death, a Level 1

Felony, and GUILTY of Count 4, Conspiracy to Commit Dealing in a Narcotic Drug, a Level 5

Felony and Judgment of Conviction is so entered accordingly.

The Court further finds that a Pre-Sentence Investigation be prepared by the Probation

Department and hereby sets this matter for sentencing on the 17'" day of July, 2024.

SO ORDERED this 18'" day of June, 2024.
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