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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric M. Hoffman, Prosecuting Attorney 

  prosecutor@co.delaware.in.us 

Date:  July 3, 2024 

 
PROSECUTOR CONCLUDES REVIEW  

OF JANUARY 2024 FATAL POLICE PURSUIT 
 

Muncie Indiana – Prosecuting Attorney Eric M. Hoffman has concluded his 
review of the January 24, 2024 police pursuit that resulted in death and loss of a 
fetus.  At the outset, Prosecutor Hoffman would like to thank the Indiana State 
Police for conducting a complete and thorough investigation. Below is a brief 
timeline of events that led up to the police pursuit and crash (the rules of 
professional conduct only permit prosecutors to comment on facts that are already 
available in the public record):  

 
September 28, 2022 Oliva LaRue was arrested for Dealing in Cocaine, a 

Level 2 Felony, Dealing in Cocaine, a Level 3 
Felony, Possession of a controlled substance, a 
Class A Misdemeanor, and Failure to appear. 

 
October 4, 2022 The Delaware County Prosecutor’s Office filed 

formal charges against Olivia LaRue in Cause No. 
18C02-2210-F2-32 for the above crimes.   

 
It is important to remember that any accusation that 
someone has committed a crime, an arrest and/or 
the filing of a criminal charge is simply an allegation 
and is not evidence of guilt.  All suspects are 
presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty 
beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.   

 
October 4, 2022 After posting bail, Olivia LaRue was released from 

jail.   
 
August 15, 2023 Madison County law enforcement arrested Olivia 

LaRue for alleged new criminal activity. 
 
August 18, 2023 The Madison County Prosecutor’s Office charged 

Olivia LaRue with Dealing in Cocaine, a Level 2 



  

 

Page 2 of 4 
 

Felony, Dealing in a Narcotic Drug, a Level 2 
Felony, and Identity Deception, a Level 6 Felony. 
Again, it is important to remember that any 
accusation that someone has committed a crime, 
an arrest and/or the filing of a criminal charge is 
simply an allegation and is not evidence of guilt.  All 
suspects are presumed innocent unless and until 
proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.   

 
August 18, 2023 The Delaware County Prosecutor filed a motion to 

revoke Olivia LaRue’s bail in Cause No. 18C02-
2210-F2-32 based on the Madison County arrest 
and subsequent criminal charges.  In the Motion, 
the Prosecutor specifically alleged, “the Defendant 
poses a risk to the physical safety of another person 
or the community.”  Delaware Circuit Court No. 2 
Judge Kimberly Dowling set a hearing on the 
Motion to revoke for October 12, 2023. 

 
October 12, 2023 Olivia LaRue failed to appear for the hearing on the 

Prosecutor’s Motion to Revoke bail.  The Court 
issued a bench warrant for her arrest.    

 
January 24, 2024 Law enforcement attempted to serve outstanding 

arrest warrant on Olivia LaRue.  LaRue fled from 
police, which resulted in a crash.  

 
On today’s date, the Prosecuting Attorney Eric M. Hoffman formally charged 

Olivia L. Larue (DOB 03/28/1984) with the following criminal offenses: 
 

Count 1: Resisting Law Enforcement Resulting in Death, a Level 3 

Felony. 

 
Count 2: Operating a Motor Vehicle While Intoxicated Resulting in 

Death, a Level 4 Felony. 

 
Count 3: Driving While Suspended Resulting in Death, a Level 5 

Felony. Level 5 Felony.  

 
Count 4: Operating a Motor Vehicle Causing Serious Bodily Injury, a 

Level 5 Felony. 

 
Count 5: Resisting Law Enforcement Resulting in Seriously Bodily 

Injury, a Level 5 Felony.   
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Count 6:  Driving While Suspended, Resulting in Serious Bodily Injury, 

a Level 6 Felony.   

 

Count 7: Involuntary Manslaughter, a Level 5 Felony. 

 

Count 8:  Resisting Law Enforcement, a Level 6 Felony.   

 
Count 9:  Unlawful carrying of a Handgun, a Level 5 Felony. 

 
Count 10:  Possession of a Controlled Substance, a Level 6 Felony.   

 
Count 11:  Criminal Recklessness, a Level 5 Felony. 

 
Count 12:  Aggressive Driving, a Class A Misdemeanor. 

 
Count 13:  Failure to Obey Traffic Control Device, a Class A Infraction.  

 
Count 14:  Reckless Driving, a Class A Misdemeanor.  

  
It is important to remember that any accusation that someone has committed a 
crime, an arrest and/or the filing of a criminal charge is simply an allegation and is 
not evidence of guilt.  All suspects are presumed innocent unless and until proven 
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.   

 
The charges are pending in the Delaware Circuit Court No. 3.  The Honorable 
Judge Douglas K. Mawhorr will set the case for an initial hearing.  Copies of the 
Charging Information and Affidavit of Probable Cause for Arrest Without a Warrant  
that were filed with the Court are attached.   
 

Pursuant to Indiana law: 
 

 A Level 3 Felony is punishable by 3 – 16 years in prison and up to a 
$10,000 fine. 

 A Level 4 Felony is punishable by 2 – 12 years in prison and up to a 
$10,000 fine. 

 A Level 5 Felony is punishable by 1 – 6 years in prison and up to a 
$10,000 fine. 

 A Level 6 Felony is punishable by 6 months – 2.5 years in prison and 
up to a $10,000 fine. 

 A Class A Misdemeanor is punishable by up to 1 year in jail and a 
$5,000 fine.  
 

The Prosecutor’s review also included a review of the actions of the law 
enforcement officers who engaged in the pursuit.  After a review of the facts and 
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the applicable law, Prosecutor Eric M. Hoffman determined that the law 
enforcement officers involved did not commit any criminal acts.  Therefore, those 
officers will not be charged with any criminal offenses.   

 
Prosecutor Hoffman said “cases like these create frustrations on many 

fronts.  First, in cases like this, a defendant has a pending felony case, is released 
on bail, and then allegedly committed a new felony offense.  The Prosecutor’s 
Office took immediate action and filed a motion to revoke bail and have the 
defendant incarcerated pending trial.  The August 18 Motion to Revoke bail 
specifically alleged “the Defendant poses a risk to the physical safety of another 
person or the community.”  Nevertheless, the Delaware Circuit Court No. 2 set the 
motion for hearing on a date two (2) months after the motion was filed.  The 
Defendant ultimately failed to appear for the hearing.  It would seem that a motion 
to revoke bail in a felony case based on alleged new felonious activity would take 
precedence and require a prompt hearing.  Secondly, when a police officer turns 
on the lights and sirens – pull over and stop, it is as simple as that.  If you do not, 
you can fully expect that the police will pursue you and take you into custody.  
Appellate courts, in both the federal and the state system they have said that police 
officers ‘may and ought to pursue fleeing suspects’ and as the prosecutor and as 
citizen of this county I think as a society we should expect nothing less.”   

 
The ethical rules for prosecutors in Indiana prohibit further comment on this 

matter.  At this time, there will be no further comment.  
 

# # # 
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