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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

From:  Eric M. Hoffman, Prosecuting Attorney 

  prosecutor@co.delaware.in.us 

Date:  December 19, 2024 

 
JURY CONVICTS DRUG DEALER OF  

DEALING IN A CONTROLLED SUBSTANCE RESULTING IN DEATH 
 

Muncie Indiana – Today a Delaware County jury deliberated for approximately 1 
hour before convicting Jaxon W. Engle (DOB 5/23/2006) of: 
  

Count 1:  Aiding, Inducing, or Causing Dealing in a Controlled Substance 
Resulting in Death, a Level 1 Felony.  

Count 2: Dealing in a Controlled Substance Resulting in Death, a Level 1 Felony.  
Count 3: Conspiracy to Commit Dealing in a Narcotic Drug, a Level 5 Felony.  
 

A copy of the Order on Petition for Waiver of Juvenile Jurisdiction which address Probable 
Cause for Arrest that was originally filed with the case is attached.  Two (2) separate 
people lost their lives as a result of the Defendant’s actions.  The Honorable Judi L. 
Calhoun, Judge of the Delaware Circuit Court No. 1 set sentencing for January 14, 2025 
at 1:30 PM.  Pursuant to Indiana law, a Level 1 Felony is punishable by 20 – 40 years in 
prison and up to a $10,000 fine and a Level 5 Felony is punishable by 1 – 6 years in prison 
and up to a $10,000 fine. 
 

After the verdict was returned, Delaware County Prosecuting Attorney Eric 
Hoffman said “This marks the 10th time a Delaware County jury has found a defendant 
guilty of Dealing Resulting in Death Our community, through our jury system, is speaking 
loud and clear – if you deal drugs and one of your customers dies as result you will be 
held accountable.  A total of 14 people have been convicted of Dealing Resulting in Death 
in Delaware County: 10 by jury, 2 by bench trials and 2 by guilty pleas.  The days of drug 
dealers preying on the weak and vulnerable are long gone.  We will continue to 
aggressively prosecute these crimes.  I am proud of Chief Deputy Zach Craig and Deputy 
Prosecutor Diane Frye, Prosecutor Investigators Cami Stanley and Alyssa Sorrell as well 
as Muncie Police Department Detective Mariah Copeland and Delaware County Sheriff’s 
Office Detectives Steve Coffman and John Branson for their hard work and dedication in 
this case.  In particular, I want to recognize Chief Deputy Prosecutor Zach Craig for going 
above and beyond the call of duty to attain justice.  Zach works night and day to seek 
justice for the families of the deceased in these cases.”     
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